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of immense use, its services in the more important fields of political,
religious and social history of Ancient India cannot possibly be over-
rated. Probably the only political histories of Ancient India that
have been so far written and that are worthy of being called 'history'
are those that we find published in the Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. I
and Pts, I and II. They are: (i) Early History of Gujarat, by
Pandit Bhagwanlal Indraji; (2) Early History of the Dekkan, by
Sir Ramkrishna Bhandarkar; and (3) The Dynasties of the Kanarese
Districts, etc., by J. F. Fleet. If anybody opens any one of the books
and pores over a few pages thereof, he will be convinced of the fact
that, for most of the information supplied by it, the work is indebted
to inscriptions and inscriptions only. Numismatics have no doubt
helped in the compilation of this history; but taken as a whole,
numismatics have not been found so serviceable as epigraphy for the
political history of Ancient India. Inscriptions again sometimes
throw a most unexpected light not only on the internal politics of
India but also on the part she played in the international politics of
the old world. Let us for a moment concentrate our attention on
the edicts of Asoka and find out what they teach us in these respects.
Now the peculiarity of Asoka's Rock Edicts is that they are found
on the frontiers of his dominions (see p. 132). Thus two have
been found at Shahbazgarhi and Mansehra in the North-West
Frontier Province, one at Kalsi in the Dehra Dun district, United
Provinces, one at Girnar in the Junagarh State, Kathiawar, one at
Sopara in the Thana district, Bombay Presidency, two at Dhauli
and Jaugada in the Orissa Province, three in the Chitaldrug district,
Mysore, and one at Yerragudi, in the Kurnool district, Madras
Presidency. This alone gives us a clear idea of the very wide extent
of the territory held by Asoka. This is corroborated by the fact
that the Chodas, Pandyas, Keralaputra and Satiyaputra are the only
independent rulers that are mentioned as existing in India in his